
Integrity


My analogy I am trying to incorporate into my development of integrity throughout high school is a sailboat and the necessities that come along with building one.  To begin my production of my ship is simple and that is providing the plank wood that acts as the foundation and flooring of the ship.  I believe that I have set goals for myself that I strive to make.  By setting these goals to work around, is like starting from the beginning and setting a further future and where you see yourself later in your life.  I knew as I began high school, that this was the first step into planning my future of what I am going to do.  I knew that I wanted to go to college to a get an education and specialize in a field that I love.  Hopefully along with that would come success and the ability to provide and take care of myself.  But, most importantly I want to be happy and content with where I am at in my life.  Through my three and a half years I have stayed true to myself and did what I needed to do in school whether it was getting the grades or being involved in my community or sports.  Being in my senior year of high school and looking where I’m at; it looks like those goals or planks I set in the beginning are becoming more of a reality that will get my ship starting.


Next is constructing the hull of the ship, which will provide me with shelter from the storms I will travel through as I am sailing the seas.  The hull of the ship is similar to my family.  My father, mother, and sister have always been there for me and have provided me with love and warmth.  They always tell me that they will give up anything and provide everything for me to be successful and continue on with the goals that I have set for myself.  They have taught me to persevere in anything I do and to always be true to your self.  I can always go to them for any help or trouble I have encountered like being on high seas or a storm.  Sometimes escaping to the hull of the ship is the sign of a man, because you know when to stop and let the storm pass through.

Every sail boat has to come with sails.  These sails allow me to express myself and travel wherever I please.  My main sail that is anchored up is built of music and guitar.    It allows me to be myself and reveal to other people what my passion is and will always be.  My passion follows my integrity, because it allows me to follow what I believe in, which is inviting people into my world. Revealing my love for music and guitar to someone is always important.  My other sail makes up all the different sports I have played throughout my life.  During those baseball, soccer, and tennis games and matches, I always showed my teammates respect and got along with them.  Sports need to be played with integrity which is being honest during those close games, when everything is on the line.  Music, guitar, and sports all involve my moral principles and help me pick up the wind to travel to different places to bring other people my world I have developed.  

Now, I need to begin to paint the outside of my ship, which will show the outside world what I am all about as a person.  It acts as my skin and it means that I am always going to be myself.  No matter what situation I am thrown into.  Not changing who you are as a person is the best quality someone can have, because that is what integrity means.  Believing in yourself and willing to be the strong person that I am is all I can do.  When situations are getting tough like family, school, or friend problems my inner self is what holds me together.  

After, I apply my paint job to the outside of the ship; my next step is to design my ship.  I want to surround myself with all the beauty in the world.  Seeing someone smile or laugh because of an act of mine; there is nothing more beautiful than that.  It creates a meaning for me to keep on living and making my family or fellow friends happy.  Whether the purpose for smiling was intentional or unintentional, it all counts to me when I look at that person.

No ship is complete without a flag being hoisted up upon the crows nest.  It will identify my ship and present to fellow people my value as a person.  The flag is bright and big, because it represents my character.  Respect for others is huge, because everyone is different and should be treated with equality.  Being able to relate with peoples feelings and what they are going through is something I hold closely, because everyone goes through ups and downs throughout their lives.  Having empathy for others is key to my integrity, because maybe you can help that person deal with what they are going through and that’s what I will do for anybody.  Another quality I have always had since I can remember is being honest toward myself.  Knowing what I can and what I should be doing has always been in my mind and keeps me undivided as a person.  Getting better each day and making myself an all around more enjoyable individual follows my moral principle I try and withhold.  These qualities and characteristics I have as a person will forever be constant.  They will be flying high in the sky for all fellow shippers and sailors to see; with no change ever occurring.  

No ship is can ever be finished or even started, without its fellow sailors.  They deserve all the credit in helping me grow into the person I am today.  My parents and sister have got to be given the most credit, because they have made me the way I am today.  They have molded me into who I am today and I will love them forever.  My integrity was built through my parents and the way they have raised me since I was little.  Two people I would also like to give credit and would be glad to have on my ship are Harrison Hertig and Jessica Jones.  They are my closest friend I have here at Great Oak High School.  Throughout high school I knew I could always go to them for whatever reason and just talk.  I felt the most comfortable around them and I was not ashamed or embarrassed to bring up anything in front of them.  Finally, I have all the parts and makings of a ship that is ready to sail and now I have sailors who will help me sail the seas.
